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Introduction

• Pathology comprises 44-52% of Step 1 
tested content (USMLE.org)

• Spaced repetition is key to successful 
learning.

• Integrated curriculum shown to be 
helpful

• Would integrating pathology with 
histology:

• Facilitate subjective student experience?
• Improve academic outcomes?



Methods

• Integrate 2-4 pathology topics per histology lecture
• Selected by Dr. Phillip Boyer and Mitchell Jester
• Overseen by Dr. Ann Sperry, Histology Course Director
• Pathology slides prepared, sent to histology lecturers at least 1 week in 

advance
• Survey class after completion of course

• Surveyed on subjective assessment of utility, understanding, and 
enhancement of learning

• Survey Monkey used for collection
• 2 extra credit points toward Block 3 Pathology Examination for 

participation
• Class of 2023 survey completed May 2020
• Class of 2024 survey to be completed May 2021



Results
Muscle Survey:    Helpful? N=74/79 

Respiratory
Survey: Recommendation for Future Years



Conclusions

• Well received by students overall.
• Improved understanding and Contex of topics.
• Survey of Class of 2024 pending.
• Overall medical education trends and our research findings 

both indicate further incorporation should be examined.
• Pathology shelf exams will be compared to previous classes, 

who did not have pathology-histology integration.
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