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Why is Peer Assisted Learning Important?

• Students have a unique 
perspective on course content

• We know what works and what 
doesn’t

• Removes power imbalance and 
facilitates discussion 

• Prepares us for a career as 
lifelong learners
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A Road Map to Success

• Pre-Session Assignment

• Peer to Peer Discussion

• Facilitator Driven Explanations

• Questions posted to Blackboard 
for Review

http://www.dreamstime.com/



• 100% pass rate 

• 235 Average Score (above national average) 

• Number 1 score in NC 

• Bring up our anatomy and physiology scores 



A 48 year old man complains of 4 weeks of profuse diarrhea.  In the last week, he has 
developed lethargy and muscle weakness.  On physical examination, his mucous 
membranes appear dry, his neck veins are flat and he has reduced skin turgor.  
Laboratory test show: 

• Sodium: 183 mEq/L

• Potassium: 2.1 mEq/L

• Chloride: 87 mEq/L

• Carbon dioxide: 15 mEq/dL

• Blood Urea Nitrogen: 31 mg/dL

• Creatinine: 1.0 mg/dL

A CT scan of the abdomen reveals a 3-cm mass in the tail of the pancreas.  What is the 
direct physiological function of the hormone that is being secreted from this patient’s 
pancreatic mass?



A CT scan of the abdomen reveals a 3-cm mass in the tail of the pancreas.  What is 
the direct physiological function of the hormone that is being secreted from this 
patient’s pancreatic mass?

A. Decreases gastric acid 
secretion

B. Decreases insulin release

C. Increases gastric acid 
secretion

D. Increases insulin release

E. Relaxes intestinal smooth 
muscle

A. B. C. D. E.

20% 20% 20%20%20%
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Timing is everything

15-Feb 11-Feb Meeting 1

22-Feb 19-Feb Meeting 2

1-Mar 4-Mar Meeting 3

29-Mar 1-Apr Meeting 4

**April 7** 8-Apr Meeting 5

12-Apr 15-Apr Meeting 6

19-Apr 22-Apr Meeting 7

              AIM HIGHER

             5:30 - 6:30 pm

Sunday Weekday

Laupus Brody

Aim Higher Pacing Guide
Meeting 1 First Aid Section III High Yield Organ Systems Cardio Vascular, Respiratory and Reproductive 108 First Aid Pages

Meeting 2 First Aid Section III High Yield Organ Systems Renal, GI and Endocrine 102 First Aid Pages

Meeting 3 First Aid Section III High Yield Organ Systems Neuro, Musculoskeletal & Connective Tissue 88 First Aid Pages

CBS Exam  March 27

Meeting 4 Anatomy Syllabus Upper Extremity, Head & Neck, & corresponding Embryo (Special Attention-Clinical Correlations) Brachial Plexus

Meeting 5 Anatomy Syllabus Abdomen, Thorax, Pelvis, Lower Extremity, & corresponding Embryo (Special Attention to Clinical Correlations) 

Lumbosacral Plexus

Meeting 6 First Aid Section II Biochemistry 56 First Aid Pages

Meeting 7 First Aid Section II Pathology, Section III Hematology and Oncology 54 First Aid Pages

http://londonist.com/



A Road Map to Success

• Pre-Session Assignment

• Peer to Peer Discussion

• Facilitator Driven Explanations

• Questions posted to Blackboard 
for Review

http://www.dreamstime.com/



“The road to success is always under 
construction” –Lily Tomlin
Covered 408 pages of First Aid from February 11-April 22 

Early Identified Revisions

• Better Pacing/Integration with course content is needed

• Expand to Fall Semester

• More Effective Utilization of PASS Facilitators 

Student Comments

I've really enjoyed the Aim Higher sessions so far!

I do like the time limits being used for the questions - they help simulate Step and keep us on 
track throughout the session

It seems like we are spending a good deal of time at the beginning going over the pre-session 
assignment (which is helpful!), but then we are extremely rushed at the end of the session



Outcomes…



Questions?
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